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was one in which there was equilibrium between the tensions along
the tubes and the lateral repulsion they exert on each other: now
after the tubes in the wire have shrunk the lateral repulsion they
exerted is annulled and there will therefore be an unbalanced
pressure tending to push the surrounding tubas such as Kt\ Oil
into the wire, where they will shrink like those previously in the
wire. This process will go on until all the tubes which originally
stretched from A to H have been forced into the wire and their
effects annulled*

Fig, HO

The discharge of the conductors is thus accompanied by the
movement of the tubes in towards the wire mid the sliding of the
ends of these tubes along the wire. The positive ends of the tubes
move on the whole from A towards B along the wire, the negative
ends from li towards A.

169. Strength of the current. If we consider any crops-
section of the wire at I\ and if in the time St N units of positive
electricity cross it from A towards II and N* units of negative
electricity from B towards A, (N -I N')fit in called the strength of
the current at P. When the wire is in a steady Hdatw the strength
of the current must be the same at all points along the wire*, for if
it were not the same at P as at Q a positive or negative charge would
accumulate between P and Q and the state of the wire would not bo
steady.w from A, to B along the wire.
